FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

" You need do nothing; but I believed you to love

me."

" And do I then #0/love you? " she said, putting
in her turn her arms around me, " do I then not
love you ^ "

Imagine, madam, if you can, what was passing
in my heart. At length I threw myself at her feet,
I embraced her knees, I implored forgiveness for
my impetuosity.

" I know that you love me," I said. " I respect
and adore you; you shall be to me only what you
desire to be."

" Ah," she said, "I see very well that I must
either once more become that which is horrible
to me to be, or else I must lose you, and that would
be a thousand times more horrible,"

" No," I answered, " you are mistaken, you
affront me; you will not lose me, I shall always
love you."

" You will always love me," she went on, " but
I shall nevertheless lose you. And what right
have I indeed to keep you? I shall lose you, I
know."

Her tears seemed about to choke her; but, for
fear that I should summon assistance, for fear of
not remaining alone with me, she promised to
make every effort to calm herself; and at length
she was successful.

From that moment Caliste was no longer the
same; uneasy when she did not see rne, trembling
when I left her, as if she feared never to see me
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